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According to statistic of Preventive Medicine Department (Ministry of Health), up to the year 2006, there are 50 occupational health centers and 37 Occupational Health clinics with the total 570 staffs which responsible for providing occupational health services for enterprises in Vietnam.
Although, Vietnam have a system of occupational services from local to centre as above mention but due to many reason, there are still a lot of worked do not have annual health checked up and suffer illness and diseases. Some following data describes more detail about the situation of workers health in Vietnam.
The result of health check up for workers

As stipulate of Vietnam law, all workers must be checked their health and examined occupational diseases every year (the workers who work in high risk workplace must be checked their health every 6 months) but according to the report from enterprises that sent annual report to Preventive Medicine Department (Ministry of Health) in 2006, there are only 3854 enterprises (account for 17.3 % of the total reported enterprises) organized health check up for 469,931 workers (account for 30 % of the total workers working in the reported enterprises).
Health classification of checked workers in period from 2004 to 2006
	Health classification
	Prevalence (%)

	
	2004
(N= 428,316)
	2005
(N= 543,086)
	2006
(N= 469,931)

	Level I (very good)
	18.1
	20.4
	19.4

	Level II (good)
	41.2
	44.9
	40.3

	Level III (average)
	28.1
	25.5
	27.9

	Level IV (weak)
	10.1
	7.65
	9.4

	Level V (very weak)
	2.5
	1.5
	2.9


The classification follows “Health Classification Standard of Ministry of Health”
Above table showed that, number of worker classified at level I and II account from 60 to 65 %; Level III account from 25 to 28 %. About 9 to 12.5 percent of total were classified at IV and V level (As stipulation, these workers could be paid some expense by social insurance to improve their health). 
Data statistics related illness and diseases of workers.
As the report of enterprises, there were 307500 workers visited enterprises clinic in 2006. This data of 2005 was 807465 workers. The following table showed common statistical diseases of the workers.
	Type of diseases
	Prevalence (%)

	
	2005
(N= 807,465)
	2006
(N= 307,500)

	Pulmonary diseases
	25.3
	30.5

	Eyes diseases
	6.8
	6.6

	Musculoskeletal
	5.5
	5.7

	Ear - nose - throat
	8.2
	4.6

	Skin diseases
	3.7
	2.3

	Cardiovascular
	2.6
	2.9

	Others
	47.9
	52.6


Following table showed the number of sickness absence at the reported enterprises in the period of 2004 to 2006.

	
	2004
	2005
	2006

	Total of workers at reported enterprises
	989,731
	1,006,408
	739,910

	Numbers of worker out of work due to sickness
	406,520 (41.03%)
	205,128
(20.38 %)
	131,211
(17.7 %)

	Sickness absence time
	206,877
	312,582
	308,564

	Numbers of day absent
	807514
	989,896
	863733


Although the prevalence of workers out of work due to sickness tend to decreasing year by year but the result of health check up showed that the health of workers are not improved.
Statistics on occupational diseases
Up to 2007, there are 25 occupational diseases in the list of occupational receiving compensation insurance.
Following table showed the data of occupational diseases in the period of 2005 to 2006.

	Occupational diseases
	The year of 2005
	The year of 2006
	The total up to the end of 2006 (*)
	Column percent

	
	Number of examined workers
	Number of occupational diseases
	Number of workers receiving compensation
	Number of examined workers
	Number of occupational diseases
	Number of workers receiving compensation
	
	

	Silicosis
	13700
	670
	634
	13965
	434
	238
	17262
	74.52

	Asbestosis
	623
	0
	0
	28
	
	
	3
	0.01

	 Byssinosis
	951
	0
	0
	431
	
	
	278
	1.20

	Occupational chronic bronchitis
	2926
	2
	0
	2420
	24
	21
	99
	0.43

	Lead poisoning 
	362
	0
	0
	482
	14
	1
	309
	1.33

	TNT poisoning
	0
	0
	0
	12
	
	
	151
	0.65

	Benzene poisoning 
	0
	0
	0
	7645
	
	
	2
	0.01

	Mercury poisoning 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	14
	0.06

	Nicotine poisoning
	153
	22
	0
	304
	
	
	259
	1.12

	Pesticide poisoning
	848
	70
	29
	1246
	7
	
	292
	1.26

	Diseases due to X - ray and radioactives
	278
	0
	0
	485
	4
	
	7
	0.03

	Noise - induced hearing loss
	6806
	257
	34
	21994
	327
	45
	3722
	16.07

	Vibration diseases
	755
	7
	3
	103
	
	
	20
	0.09

	Occupational melanosis ( Melanodermia)
	1218
	62
	0
	2076
	130
	6
	570
	2.46

	Skin diseases due to Chromium
	0
	0
	0
	2088
	
	
	9
	0.04

	Occupational tuberculosis
	0
	0
	0
	8
	8
	7
	53
	0.23

	Occupational viral hepatitis
	33
	33
	0
	
	
	
	111
	0.48

	Occupational Leptospirosis
	
	
	
	396
	
	
	3
	0.01

	Total
	28653
	1123
	700
	53683
	948
	318
	23164
	100.00


(*) The total occupational diseases cases from 1977 to 2006
Highest prevalence of occupational diseases in Vietnam is Silicosis (74.52 %); the second range is Noise - induced hearing loss (16.07) and following are: Occupational melanosis (2.46 %), Lead poisoning (1.33 %), Pesticide poisoning (1.26 %)…
	
	Number of examined workers
	Number of occupational diseases
	Number of workers receiving compensation

	The year of 2005
	28653
	1123 (3.92 %)
	700 (62.33 %)

	The year of 2005
	53683
	948 (1.77 %)
	318 (33.54 %)


Number of occupational diseases account for 3.92 % of total examined workers in the year of 2005 and 1.77 % in the year of 2006. In that, there was only 62.33 % of these workers (in 2005) and 33.54 % (in 2006) received insurance compensation.
CONCLUTION

There were 82.7 % of the total reported enterprises not organize health check up for their workers. 70 % of workers in these enterprises did not have health check up; it means that they did not be carried occupational diseases examination.

The numbers of workers classified as weak and very weak categorizes is still at high level (9 to 12.5 %). The prevalence of workers out of work due to sickness tends to decreasing year by year but it does not mean the healths of workers are improving.

The prevalence of some common occupational diseases is still at high level and a lot of workers suffering occupational diseases have not received insurance compensation.
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