To

The Ponds Hindustan Lever Limited ex- workers Welfare Association

J.R Complex, Kamarajar Salai

Kodaikanal - 624 101. Dindigul District, Tamil Nadu, India.

From,


Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Compliments from ____________ on the 7th anniversary of your Struggle against Unilever.

We learnt about your struggle against Unilever for reparations for the environmental and health damage caused by pollution from and unsafe working conditions at its mercury thermometer factory in Kodaikanal, Tamilnadu.

We congratulate you on your tenacity and courage in keeping the fight alive for more than seven years against one of the largest corporations in the world. This is a great encouragement for millions of workers who are fighting for their rights across the world.

The fact that Unilever operated a second-hand plant, that it failed to disclose mercury’s hazards to workers, that it dumped mercury indiscriminately in Kodaikanal and elsewhere leaves us in no doubt that the company should be held criminally liable. In addition to this, the company should be made to pay compensation and arrange for long-term medical monitoring and rehabilitation of affected persons, and clean up the contaminated environment.

We extend our solidarity to your struggle for justice, as we see it as our own struggle for workers’ rights.

Today, we also remember the ex- workers and children who have died so far. Keeping them in our minds we should take forward the struggle against Unilever. We join our voice with yours to demand that Unilever should:

· Clean up Kodaikanal's environment.

· Compensate workers exposed to mercury.

· Provide for long term medical monitoring and health remediation for all workers, their families and exposed residents of Kodaikanal 

In Solidarity,

_________

